Ruddy Duck, Best of Show
By Steven Pate, age 15, Art teacher: Paula Flohr
Sheldon High School, Sacramento

he ruddy duck is built for life in the
While its stiff tail acts like a
rudder, its enormous feet setve as

water.

stabilizers and provide thrust.

In the spring, the male’s bill makes a
dramatic change from gray-black to bright sky
blue, and new plumage transforms his body
from a drab gray-brown to a brilliant chestnut
red. As he swims, his long, fan-shaped tail
proudly extends upward.

In winter, the ruddy can be seen in
California’s valley wetlands and coastal bays.

Densely vegetated freshwater marshes and
lakes provide nesting habitat for the ruddy in
the spring,

Cinnamon Teal, Honorable Mention
By Anna Gontar, age 15, Art teacher: Phyllis Ciment
School of the Arts, San Francisco

www.mp.usbr.gov/cvhjv/
www.rl.fws.gov/sacnwrc
www.calwaterfowl.org

www.dwr.water.ca.gov
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